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391; because I do not think there is any
doubt that some of the speakers have
tended to cast a reflection on a previous
vote of this House; and, indeed, as the
Minister just interjected, on Parliament as
a whole. If the argument is right, then
we were remiss in passing the parent Act.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: And so have
three lots of Crown Law officers been
remiss, too.

The Hon,
VEry remiss.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Three separate
Crown Law officers have dealt with this.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The Min-
ister mentions Crown Law officers; and in
this regard I do not think it is quite fair
to use one set of advice from the Crown
Law Department to prove that another
piece of advice from the same department
is wrong; in other words, I do not think
it. is fair to use one man’s opinion, ex-
pressed last week or last year, to prove
that the opinion he expressed this week
or this year is wrong. K has been said
tonight that because the Crown Law De-
partment advised that a certain validating
Act should bhe passed one year it auto-
matically proves that its officer’s advice
on this Bill is wrong. F do not think
that is quite logical.

But let us get back to the Bill itself.
It specifically lays down that a tax shall
be raised in 2 certain way; but the clause
reads—

Section 3 added.

The principle Act is amended by
adding after section 2 a section as
follows:—

I cannot see anything wrong with that as
it stands; but I can when it is put into
the parent Act. It is not the Bill that is
wrong; it is the parent Act that is wrang.
—1if either is wrong. It is a matter of law
--a matter of opinion. Formidahle auth-
orities have been guoted, and I tremble at
my impertinence in arguing against some
of those authorities. I think the authority
quoted by Mr. Watson, while proving the
fundamental principie with which I have
already dealt, had really no bearing on the
point of constitutional law because it dealt
with a different Constitution in which Con-
stitution—namely the Federal—it is laid
down in no uncertain manner how it shall
- be changed.

Some of the authorities quoted by Mr.
Wise were in a very different character
altogether; but, to my mind, the point on
* which the argument would rest is con-
tained in section 73 of the Constitution
Act, 1889, which appears on page 117 of
our Standing Orders, and which reads—

The Legislature of the Colony shall
have full power and authority, from
time to time, by any Act, to repeal . . .

From those words, Mr. Watson endeav-
oured to prove that the Constitution had
to he specifically amended; buf, of course,

G. C. MacKINNON: Very,
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it does not say so. Mr. Wise went closer
to proving this point with the help of the
authorities he quoted, and raised some
doubt on the question.

However, we come back again to the
actual Bill with which we are dealing—
the Metropolitan Region Improvement
Tax Act Amendment Bill—which seeks to
amend the parent Act. It seems to me
that, of all the Acts, the legislation which
has been under trial has been the parent
Act and not this Bill.

If that is so, I consider there is no
doubt that we should have been ruled out
of order under the provisions of section
391; and we have only been able to con-
tinue as a result of your courtesy, Sir,
in permitting the debate to proceed, he-
cause it would appear to be a reflection
if members have, in fact, been putting
the parent Act on trial and not this Bill,
this measure being & simple one to amend
the parent Act. For my part, up to this
stage, I am not fully convinced the Bill
is out of order,

Debate (on amendment to metion) ad-
journed, on motion by The Hon. A, F.
Griffith (Minister for Mines).

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines): I move—

That the House at iis rising adjourn
until 2.30 p.m. tomorrow (Thursday).

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

“WANDANA” FLATS

Net Profit and Maintenance

i. Mr.

GRAHAM asked the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Housing:"’

(1

(2}

3)

Mr.

(1)

2)
3)

After making provision for the
various items and commitments
as required under the Common-
wealth-State Housing Agreement,
what net profit has been made in
respect of Wandane each year?
What is the total amount which
has heen set aside for mainben-
ance?
What sum has been spent in re-
spect of that item?
ROSS HUTCHINSON rephed
On a capital investment ‘of
£586,000, the following are neb
profits shown in money and per-
centage for each year since con~
struction:—
1956-57— £9,278—1.6 per cent,
1957-58—£10,952—1.8 per cent, -
1958-59— £8,508—1.4 per cent.
1859-60— £8,499—1.4 per cent.
1960-61— £7,486—1.3 per cent.
£28,550. .
£5,921. C
Wandang is programmed . -for
maintenance during 1961-62. . .

WHIPPING '

Proyisions in Police Act and Criminal

2. Mr.

Code
EVANS asked the Aftorney-

General:

(6]

(2}

(88

)

Are the provisions of sectmn 124
of the Police Act relative to whip-
ping as to an extent of 36 strokes
in the case of an offender under
the age of 16 years, ulire vires
the letter and/or the spirit of sec-
tion 659 of the Criminal Code (the
latter being a later enactment)
relative to the extent of the num-
ber of strokes that can be in-
flicted on an offender under the
age of 18 years?

If so, for the purpose of tidiness
in legislation, will consideration be
given to amending or repealing
section 124 of the Police Act?

. WATTS replied: ‘

In relation to children under 18
years of age, section 659 of the
Code prevails over section 124 of
the Police Act in cases not dealt
with by a children’s courf pur-
suant to section 20 of the Child
Welfare Act, 1947.

The power of a children’s court to
order whipping was intended to
e removed by Act No. §6 of 1941
—see 1941 Hansard, pp. 2410-11—
hut there seems to be a doubt in
the matter.
Yes.



My,

[Wednesday, 18 October, 1961.]

MARGARINE

Annual Quote and Amount
Manufactured

KELLY asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(08

(2)

3

(4)

(

2)

(3)

1€ )]

What is the permitted annual
quota for margarine manufactured
within Western Australia?

What amount was manufactured
in Western Australia in the years
1958-59, 1959-60, and 1960-6G1?

Imporis

What amount of margarine was
imported into Western Australia
in the years 1958-59, 1959-60, and
1960-61?

In the interest of the dairying in-
dustry, has consideration heen
given to limiting the quantity im-
ported into Western Australia
annually?

. NALDER replied:

800 tons of table margarine, of
which licenses to manufacture 600
tons only have been issued; 200
tons remain unallotted. No cook-
ing margarine licenses have heen
issued.

Tons.
Year ended the 3ist De-
cember, 1958 .. 379
Year ended the 31st De-
cember, 1959 ... 601
Year ended the 3lst De-
cember, 1960 601
Table Cooking
Margarine Margarine
Tons Tons
1958-59 ... 1,216 770
1959-60 ... 989 65
1950-61 ... 1,262 793
The Federal Constitution prevents

interference with interstate trade.

This question was posiponed.

WATER SCHEME FOR WALPOLE

Mr.

for
(1}

)

(3}

Mr.

n
2)
&3]

Establishment

ROWBERRY asked the Minister
Water Supplies:

Has the survey by the Water
Supply Depariment engineers at
Walpole been completed?

If so, has he had, for considera-
tion, a report on that survey?

When will the necessary steps be
taken to bring this water scheme
into operation?

WILD replied:

Yes.

Yes.

Completion is planned prior to the
commencement of the 1962 winter,

8.
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NORTHCLIFFE SETTLEMENT FARMS
Number Vacant, Acreage, and Fire

for
(8}

2
3

4)

Mr.

(8 ))
(2)

3
(4)

Mr.

Hazard
ROWBERRY asked the Minister

Agriculture:

How many vacant settlemnent
farms are in the Northeliffe area?
What is the total acreage of these
farms?

Are the farms contiguous to each
other?

What steps are contemplated to
reduce, or prevent the fire hazard
which could arise Ifrom these
farms?

NALDER replied:

Seven, including one in course of
being sold.

1,688 acres, including 404 acres in
the farm in course of sale.

No.

The normal precautions as laid
down by the local authority and
bush fires brigade.

RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT
Chief Firnance and Executive Officer:

Mr.,

Filling of Vacancy
DAVIES asked the Minister for

Railways:

(§))

2

Mr.

(1)

Is it intended to make a further
appointment to the position of
Chief Finance and Executive Offi-
cer, W.A. Government Railways,
when the present cccupant retires
shortly?

If s0, in what manner will the vac-
ancy he filled?

COURT replied:

and (2) The question of the senior
appointments within the W.A.
Government Railways s under
consideration because of the
changes that will be inevitable
with the advent of standardisa-
tion. :
However, i is not expected that a
position bearing the title “Chief
Finance and Ezxecutive Officer”
will be retained when the pre-
sent occupant of the office retires.

TRANSPORT BOARD

Ezxperience with Mr. Norman Creed:

Mr.,

Tabling of Papers
GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Transport:

Mr.

Will he lay on the Table of the.-
House all papers relating to the
experiences of the W.A, Transport
Board with Mr. Norman Creed of
Moora ?-

PERKINS replied:
Yes, for one week.

The papers were tabled.
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Feegs and Expenses Paid to Members

9, Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Transport:

(1) What payments, fees and ex-
penses are made to the present
members of the W.A. Transport
Board?

(2) What was the payment basis to
their predecessors? -

Mr. PERKINS replied:

(1) Board sitiing fees:
£8 8s. per full-day meeting;
£4 4s. per half-day meeting.
Travelling allowance at Public
Service rates.

(2) £500 per annum to each member
irrespective of number of meet-
ings, but usually one meeting each
week. .

Travelling allowance af Public
Service rates.

10. This gquestion was postponed.

SOUTH-WEST WOOLLEN AND
TEXTILE MILLS

Closing of Textile Faclory et Bunbury

11. Mr. HBAWKE asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(1) Has the textile factory, previously
operated at Bunbury by the South-
West Woollen and Textile Mills,
closed down permahnently?

{3) What is the reason for the close
dcwn, irrespective of whether it
be permanent or temporary?

Mr. COURT replied: )

(1) The directors of the company, by
resolution of the 12th Octobey.
1961, decided to discontinue trad-
ing operations as frem the 12th
October, 1861.

{2) The company was unable to raise
additional capital necessary to
carry on production.

The Governinent offered to match
this amount of privatz capital on
a 2 for 1 basis—that is, £2 of Gov-
ernment and £1 of private capital
—+to an agreed maximum by way
of loan. In addition. extended
credit was expected to be provided
by the main suppliers of raw
materials.

The company is already indebted
to the Government.

INDETEREMINATE SENTENCES
- BOARD

MMembers and Dates of Appointment

12. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) Who are the present members of
the Indeterminate:  Sentences
Board?

(2)

My,

(1}

(2

On \'C'hat date was each of the
members appointed to this board?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

There are three members of the
Indeterminate Sentences Board.
Their names are—
Mr. Glew—Chairman;
Brigadier Hewitt (Salvation
Army);
Mr. Cant (Superintendent,
Fremantle Prison).
Mr, Glew was appointed on the 1st
February, 1957,
Mr. Cant was appeointed on the
6th January, 1958.
Brigadier Hewitt was appointed on
the 1st February, 1960.
The three members were appointed
or reappointed for three years
from the 1st February, 1960.

HOUSING AT ALBANY

Stete Eental and Purchase Homes to

13. M.

be Built
HALL asked the Minister repres-

enting the Minister for Housing:

1)

2)

How many State rental homes are
to be built in Albany this financial
year?

How many State houses, to be sold
as State purchase homes, will be
built in Albany this financial year?

Stale Houses Sold and Realisation

3

Mr,

1)

1))

How many State houses were sold
in Albany for the years 1957, 19583,
1959, 1960, 1961, and what were
the assets to the State Housing
Commission as a result of the
sales?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) 10 houses. Numbers of
houses sold and let will depend on
applicants’ requests.

(a) Housss sold—

Year Nuinber
1957 ... 1
1958 ... 1
1959 ... 2
1980 .. 9
1951 . . .. 13

(b} Deposits paid—
1957-58 Oswner's land and only
excess of contract price over

loan paid.
1959 — £563.
1960 — £1,410.

1961 — £1,421,
{c} Repayments of Capital—

The amortisation period of the
outstanding loans extends over
43 years.
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RAILWAY CLOAKROOMS
Responsibility for Goods Deposited

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

- (1) Is the W.A, Government Rail-

ways responsible for goods de-
posited at cloakrooms?

(2) If so, what is the limit of its
responsihilities in respect of lost
or damaged goods?

Charges for and Insurance on Goods
Deposited.

(3) What are the charges to cloak in-
dividual items, and what were the
charges in the years 1957, 1958,
1959, 1960?

(4) Are pgoods deposited at cloak-
rooms insured against loss, dam-
age, fire, and theft?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) and (2) The responsibility of the
W.A. Government Railways Com-
mission for pgoods deposited in
cloakrooms is laid down in the
Coaching Rates Book as follows—

The Commission shall not be
liable for any article which is
not fully addressed, deposited in
the Cloak Room, nor for any
sum in excess of fifteen pounds
{£15) in respect of any article.
At Perth Cloak Room articies
valued in excess of £15 may be
insured separately at the option
of the depositor at the follow-
ing seale—
An insurance charge of 6d.
per £10 C(or part thereof) on
full value of article to he in-
sured {(maximum £300).
Any article declared to be of
a greater value than £300
shall be accepted at the risk
of the Commission only by
special arrangement with the
Commercial Agent.

(3) Charges from the 1st September,
1960:

For each article including bl-
cycles, bath chairs, tricyeles and
baby conveyances: Up to mid-
night on day following lodge-
ment, 9d.; each subsequent day
or part thereof ending mid-
night, 6d.

Motor bicycles: up to midnight
on day following lodgement, 1s.
68d.; each subsequent day or part
thereof ending midnight, 1s. 6d.

Charges for years 1957, 1958, 1559
and up to the 3lst August, 1960:

For each article including bi-
cycles, bath chairs, trieyeles and
haby conveyances: Up to mid-
night on day following lodge-
ment, 6d.; each subsequent day
oa part thereof ending midnight,
44,

Motor bicycles: Up to midnight
on day following lodgement, 1s.;
each subsequent day or part
thereof ending midnight, 1s.
(4) Yes, in accordance with Nos, (1)
and (2),

15 and 18. These questions were 'post-

poned.

TOWN PLANNING
Reserves in Nedlands-Claremont

17. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Town

Planning:

(1) Are the following—
{a) Reserve 885, Victoria Avenue;
(b) Reserve 2025, Victoria Avenue;
(¢c) Reserve 8003, Gugeri Strest;
(d) Reserve, Mitford Street;
included in the Nedlands-Clare-
mont Public Open Space Regional
Plan?

(2) If not, will he give the reason why?

Nedlands Planning District

(3} As, under the Nedlands Planning
District, it is stated that the pres-
ent population is 24,700 and the
proposed population is 32,000, will
he indicate when the new figure is
likely to be reached and where the
new housing development will take
place?

Cottesioe Planning Districl

(4) As, under the Cottesloe Planning
District, the present population is
shown as 20,000 and the proposed
29,000, will he also give details as
in the previous question?

Davies Road, Claremont
(5) When is Davies Road, Claremont,
likely to become a major hichway
under the proposed road system?
(68 (a) Why is it not desirable to
permit building development
along the frontage of this
road; and
(b) how would building of homes
tend to prejudice the vltimate
standard of that road, having
regard to the fact that homes
are already built along 80 per
cent. of the road?
(7) Is it the policy of the town plan-
ning authority to prevent building
development on all major roads?

Mr. PERKINS replied: .
(1) {a), (b) and (e). Yes, as local

open space.
(d) The Mitford Street reserve is
included in the Cottesloe-

Claremont area.
(2) Answered by (1).
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18.

3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

L&)

Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The proposed population is based
upon a metropolitan region popu-
lation of 1.4 millions. On present
indications this figure is expected
to be reached in the year 2000,

Increased population is expected
from development of the relatively
small number of wvacant allot-
menis, subdivision of large lots
and more extensive flat building.

As for (3).
Not within 10 years.

(a) Prontage development adja-
cent to the major open space
and the junction with Cottes-
loe Crescent is not desirable
for aesthetic and safety
reasons.

Every additional access on 10
the road reduces its efficiency.

No,
WATER RATES
Subiaco Appeals
TONKIN asked the Minister for

(o)

Water Supplies:

(1)

2)

3

{4}

(1)

2

(3)

Has he seen the circular letter over
the name of Hugh Guthrie, mem-
ber for Subiaco, which has been
distributed advising recipients that
“a streamlined procedure has been
arranged to dispose of the Subiaco
rating appeals” and that it has
now been left to Mr. Guthrie to
advise the appellants?

Is the statement in the circular
correct that the Taxation Depart-
ment will supply Mr. Guthrie with
a “written report on each property
some five days before the hearing
of each appeal”?

If information concerning valua-
tions is to be supplied as claimed.
on whose authority is it to be
done?

Is it intended that the appellants
will be in any way consulted by the
Taxation Department before in-
formation concerning their pro-
perties will be supplied to the
member for Subiaco?

. WILD replied:

I am aware that a circular letter
has been distributed by the mem-
ber for Subiaco to appellants whom
he had undertaken to represent.

Yes: but only for those appellants
he is representing.

This was a mutual arrangement
between the department, the chief
valuer of the Taxation Depart-
ment, and the member for Subiaco
and was for the purpose of facili-
tating appeal board proceedings.

20.

4)

The customary reinspection fol-
lowing the lodgment of appeals is
made by Taxation Department
valuing officers and the informa-
tion is supplied {o Mr. Guthrie as
the representative of the appellant.

CANTERBURY COURT

State’s Financial Involvement
19. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Treasurer;

(1}

(2)

Mr,

149

(2)

Mr.

To what extent is the State in-
volved financially in respect of the
Canterbury Court property?
What is the present position of the
Government in relation to the pro-
ject?

BRAND replied:

Contingent liabilities under Gov-
ernment guarantees, £300,146.
Advances by way of loan, £20,000.
Payments made on bhehalf of the
company on account of interest
and principal repayments to the
Prudential Assurance Company.
£33,716.

The present Government has been
prlaced in the position of having to
support the company as the result
of commitments entered into by -
the previous Government.

RAILWAY SIGNALS
Lighting System
BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) Will he state the name of the sys-

2

Mr.

(n

(2)

(3)

tem of lighting used for railway
purposes in the metropolitan area?
Will the proposed standard gauge
railway embody a new system of
signals?

Will the searchlight system be ex-
tended in the metropolitan area in
the near future?

COURT replied:

Presumably the question relates to
the system of lighting used for
railway signals in the metropoli-
tan area. These are illuminated
mainly by kerosene lamps. A
small proportion is illuminated
electrically.

The proposal is that more modern
methods of signalling will be in-
stalled on the standard gauge
railway.

Proposals have already been ap-
proved to commence installation
of automatic signalling, including
searchlight-type signals, on the
metropolitan system. Dependent
on the availability of funds, the
programme will progressively em-
brace the whole of the metiropoli-
tan system.
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RAILWAY PROPERTY

Painting af Midlend Junction and Perth

2L

AMr, BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Will the proposed painting on
Government Railway property at
Midiand and Perth be carried out
by railway emmnloyees or contrac-
tors?

(2} Will consideration be given to
bringing painfers transferred to
the country to Perth for the pro-
posed work?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) To the extent that the normal
railway painting staff will allow,
the work will be done by em-
ployees. Present planning sug-
gests that the painting require-
ments at Midland will be under-
taken by departmenial labour
while the Perth station premises
will probably he undertaken by
contract.

¢2) If the honourable memker is re-
ferring to railway employees, the
answer is that any rearrangement
will be a matter for internal de-
cision having regard for commit-
ments in various localities.

If he is referring to non-railway
employees, the answer is that ad-
ditions to the staff are not pro-
posed.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

WATER RATES
Subiaco Appeals

M1, TONKIN: I would like to ask the
Minister for Water Supplies a
question with reference to the re-
plies he gave this afternoon to
questions on the notice paper. I
have in my possession a letier
which was sent by Mr. Guthrie to
an appellant whom he is not rep-
resenting. I desire to know
whether the Taxation Department
will make available to Mr. Guthrie
information concerning valusations
unless Mr. Guthrie is able to satis-
fy the department that he is, in
effect, representing the appeliant.

. WILD: As this was an arrange-
ment entered into between the de-
partment, the chief valuer, and
the member for Subiaco, I could
ascertain the position and let the
member for Melville know, if he
would put his question on the
notice paper.
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BILLS (3): INTRODUCTION AND

FIRST READING

1. Superannuation and PFamily Benefits
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced., on motion by Mr,
Brand (Treasurer), and read a first
time.

2. Kwinana-Mundijong-Jarrahdale Rail-
way Bill

Bill introduced. on motion by Mr.

Court (Minister for Railways), and
read a first time. :

3. Industry (Advances) Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr,
Court (Minister for Industrial De-
velopment), and read a first time.

BILLS (4): THIRD READING

1. State Housing Act Amendment Bili.
Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Ross Hutchinson (Chief Secre-
tg{‘y). and transmitted to the Coun-

cil.
2. Bulk Handling Act Amendment Bill.
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agricul-
ture?, and transmitted to the Coun-
cil

3. Railway Standardisation Agreement
Bill.

4, Railways (Standard Gauge) Construc-
fion Bill

Bills read a third time, on motions by
Mr. Brand (Premier), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

PAINTERS’ REGISTRATION BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 13th Septem-
ber,

MR. WILD (Dale—Minister for Works)
[4.53 p.m.1: This Bill was introduced some
two or three weeks ago by the member for
East Perth and is an attempt to register
master painters in Wesfern Australia. As
soon as it saw the light of day I was, to
some degree, besieged by people, some want-
ing and some not wanting this legislation.
In addition, I received ccmmunications
from various authorities in the Eastern
States. I made inquiries over there, and so
far I have been unable to ascertain any per-
manent or firm move being made in the
direction of registering a similar associa-
tion in any of the other States of Australia.
I understand that some move is being made
ir: Queensland, and it is possible that
legislation will be introduced this session.

As far as Western Australia is concerned,
I would say that whilst there may be some
merit for the infroduction of this measure,
it could have been much more worth while
perhaps 12 or 14 years ago; not that even
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then I would have given it my full bless-
ing. However, with the upsurge in house
building in Western Australia in the post-
war years—years when the member for
East Perth was Minister for Housing for
six years, I being his predecessor prior to
1953—there was ho move in this direction
during that period.

That was the position, despite the fact
that we were building in Western Australia
many thousands of houses, If my memory
serves me rightly, we were huilding some-
where in the order of 9,000 houses. As I
said before, if there were any merit in
this legislation at all the time for it was
when that large number of houses was
being erected and when there was a hig
influx of migrants coming into Western
Australia and many hundreds of men—I
do not think I am exaggerating—bought
a tin of paint, and a brush, and advertised
themselves as master painters.

Mr. May: They called themselves master
painters.

Mr. WILD:; And called themselves master
painters, as the member for Collie has
just said, In my view, there may have
been some merit in introducing legislation
such as this at that stage. However, the
opportunity was missed. Those who con-
trol this association apparently did not
think there was any need to approach
either myself between 1950 and 1953 or
the member for East Perth between 1953
and 1859 to introduce legislation.

But now, in 1961, when house building
is at its lowest ebb for the last 14 or 15
years, we find that this legislation is re-
quested.  After deputations came to me
following the introduction of this measure
by the honourable member I could see
some merit in having it on our statute
book; and accordingly it is my intention
to support the measure at the second read-
ing. However, as the honourable member
knows, the other day I placed upon the
notice paper some 2mendments which
rather drastically alter some of the prin-
eiples in the Bill. I think the main amend-
ment is one in regard to the composition
of the board. The House was asked to
agree that there should be three master
painters on the board, with an indepen-
dent chairman—somehody not engaged in
the painting industry—and a member of
the painters’ union.

1 cannot for the life of me see why,
firstly, there should be a preponderance
of master painters on a hoard such as
this; and, secondly, why one of the repre-
sentatives should be a member of the
union. Admittedly, he is the man who does
some of the painting, but I canno{ see how
he could in any way contribute to what
this board is going to do: that is, determine
whether a man is fit and qualified to he a
master painter.

Therefore, I have placed an amendment
on the notice paper to provide that the
chairman will be the chairman for the
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time being of the Builders' Registration
Board; a man who in my view would be
a fit and proper person to look after an
undertaking such as this. He would he a
person constantly in touch with people in
the trade.

Until last year that chairman was al-
ways the Principal Architect of the Public
‘Works Department. However, this was
altered by an amendment to our law; and
Mr. Clare, the ex-Principal Architect, con-
tinued to be chairman. In any case,
whether it is Mr. Clare, or we subsequently
go back to the Principal Architect of the
Public Works Department, we would have
in the chair of this board a man who is
constantly in fouch with the huilding in-
dustry,

Then we have a nominee of the Master
Painters’ Association, with which I agree;
and the third nominee is a representative
of the Chamber of Manufacturers; and no
doubt that chamber would ncminate some-
hody from the paint manufacturing indus-
try. I cannot think of anybody better to
be on a board than a man who actually
manufactures the paint,

From all I have heard, many of the
complaints made to the association in the
past have come from people about paint
peeling off. Ii is probably the paint that
gets the blame. I would neot know whe-
ther it were good paint or bad paint. How-
ever, if the paint manufacturer gets the
blame, the people, when asked whose paint
it is, quote a certain make, although the
fault might be due to inferior painting.
Again I repeat I would not know. But
I think that as they are people so vitally
interested in the business of painting, then
a representative of the manufacturers
should be on the board.

Members will also nofice that I have
placed on the notice paper an amendment
to reduce the fees. I am told that the
number of master painters is not known.
All sorts of figures have been thrown at
me: Some say 400, some say 500, and some
say more. But if we adhere to the figures
that were given to us when this Bill was
introduced, then it is £10 10s. to join the
asscciation and £3 3s. a year.

Mr. Graham: The other way round.

Mr. WILD: As the member for East
Perth points out, it is the other way round:
£3 3s. to join and £10 10s. a year. Roughly
15 times the number of painters there are
and we are running into £4,000, £5,000, or
£6,000 per year. I cannot see whalt they
would do with such a large sum of money
coming in annually, or near enough each
year. I have therefore placed an amend-
ment on the notice paper o bring these
fees down considerably. I also feel that
the secretary of this board should be the
registrar of the Builders’ Registration
Board.
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Here again, we have a man who is in
teuch with the building industry. He has
an cffice; he has the set-up. I do not know
exactly, but I would think that for £200
or £300 a year he would be quite happy
to be secretary of this board; and for this
reasonably small sum he able to do all
that wes required of the board which, 1
envisage, would not meet any more times
than the Builders' Registration Board,
which is about eight or 10 times a year.

Mr. May: What is your reason for ex-
cluding the Painters’ Union?

My, WILD: I cannot for the life of me
see, when this particular board is being
set up to register master painters, how a
member of the union can bring anything
to the hoard.

Mr. Oldfield: Of course you can't! We
don't expeet you to see it.

Mr. WILD: I would ask the member
for Mt. Lawley not to be silly. Do not be
political! I am trying to be constructive.
If we have the board as suggested, with a
representative of the Master Palnters’ As-
sociation, the chairman of the Builders'
Registration Board, and a representative
of the paint manufacturers of Western
Australia, we will have three people who
will be suitable. They will give us reason-
ed opinions; and, in my view, will bring
something to the industry we are looking
for.

The further amendment 1 placed on the
notice paper is in regard to confining this
to. the metropolitan area. When one
thinks of the vastness of Western Aus-
tralia, if we are going to hring Wyndham.
Albany, and Kalgoorlie under this board,
then we certainly would want the £4,000
or £5,000 a yvear, because we would require
three or four inspectors in order to be
able to do it.

+ I cannot, for the life of me, see why we
should penalise the farmer or the man in
the small outback town who wishes to do
a hit of painting. I think that is stretch-
ing the long bow, and 1 am not prepared
to agree to it.

However, apart from those observations
I am quite prepared to agree to this Bill
going into Committee, and I hope that the
member for East Perth will agree to the
amendments I have submitted. As I said
earlier, I think there is some merit in this,
I am not particularly married to it, but
if the asspciafion wants an Act on the
statute book, then 1 suggest this is the
way to do it. Having got it on the statute
book, by the time these thitee men have
met they can come to the Government of
the day next year, make their observations,
and point out its faults and shortcomings:
and the Government of the day, if it thinks
fit, can make the neecessary amendments.
In order to put this Bill into Committee, I
give it my support in the second reading.

1761

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) (5.5 p.m.}:
I appreciate the fact that the Government
is agreeing to the second reading of this
measure; netwithstanding there is a dif-
ference of opinion between the Minister
for Works and myself regarding the exact
form the legislation will take. I do not
intend at this stage to debate the points
of difference, considering that they can
better be resolved and more fully discussed
at the Committee stage. I am anxious
that some progzress shall be made with this
measure, ’

My only observation, therefore, is to ex-
press the hope to the Minister that he is
not necessarily wedded in evetry particular
to the details of his amendments. I indi-
cated to the House, when introducing the
measure, that I would be found reasonably
resilient and would be prepared to give and
take when compelled to give and take;
and I am certain that if there is a spirit of
compromise then the Minister and I, not-
withstanding perhaps a few preliminary
skirmishes, will be much closer together
than might appear at the present moment.
Anyhow, I trust it is in that spirit that the
succeeding deliberations will take place.

Question put znd passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Rob-
erts) in the Chair; Mr. Graham in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clanse 3: Areas under Act—

Mr. WILD: I move an amendment—

Page 3, lines 1 to 4—Delete all words
after the word “within” down to and
including the word “Cross”, with a view
to substituting the following:—

the metropolitan area as defined
in the Second Schedule of the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage and Drainage Act, 1909-1960.

Provided that the Governor mav
from time to time by proclamation
declare that this Act shall apply
in any other place or places and
thereupon the same shall apply
accordingly.

Provided that the Governor may
by further proclamation revoke
any such proclamation.

I feel it is asking too much to have this
matter policed all gver Western Australia.
Under the Builders' Registration Act
the farmer or the man in the country is
able, if he so desires. to do his own paint-
ing. as he is allowed to do his own build-
ing; and I think it is {it and proper that
for a start we should confine this measure
to the metropolitan area.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Before commenting on
this amendment, let me comment on the
statement made by the Minister. No-
where in this Bill is it proposed that any-
body anywhere shall be prevented from
carrying out painting operations on his
own bhuildings or structures, or anything
else, I think that should be made per-
fectly clear,

With regard to the amendment, it seems,
a5 the Minister pointed out, that as this
is experimental legislation in Waestern
Australia, it should commence, by and
large, in the metropolitan area in order
to give it a go, if I might use that term;
and if it operates smoothly and satisfac-
torily, and attains the objectives which
prompted the introduction of the Bill, then
the area encompassed by the legislation
can be extended.

I think that as a starting point the
Minister’s proposal will be acceptable to
the parties that are most interested. The
metropolitan water supply, sewerage, and
drainage area, as I understand it, falls
within the boundaries roughly from the
ocean on the west; somewhere south of
Wanneroo in the north; the foot of the
Darling Ranges in the east; and down to
and including Rockingham in the south.
I have no objection to what the Minister
has submitted because I agree that in the
country districts, or certain of the smaller
centres, there could be difficulties, and
perhaps there is considerable merit in
legislating slowly.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WILD: I mave an amendment—
Page 3, lines 1 to 4—Substitute the
following words for the words de-
leted:—
the metropolitan area as defined
in the Second Schedule of the
Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Act, 1909-
1960,

Provided that the Governor
may from time to time by proc-
lamation declare that this Act
shall apply in any other place or
places and thereupon the same
shall apply accordingly.

Provided that the Governor
may by further proclamation re-
voke any such proclamation.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Claunse 4: Prohibition against unregis-
tered painters carrying on business—
Mr. WILD: I move an amendment—
Page 3, line 10-Delete the word
“five' with a view to substituting the
word “twenty".
I do this bhecause I consider that £5 is
much too low, These days one can barely
buy a tin of paint and paint brush for
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£5. I have put in what I consider to he
a more realistic figure. It is a question of
values. I think the member for East Perth
will agree with me that £5 is much too low
and that £20 is much more realistic.

Mr. GRAHAM: In the spirit of com-
promise to which I made reference earlier,
I am prepared {o agree with the Minister
to some extent. However, I do think that
£20 is somewhat excessive, One of the
principal purposes of the Bill is to provide
protection for the publie; to ensure that
when a painter is hired to do a job, he will
know his work and will carry it out satis-
factorily. It would be possible to do out
a whole room, with all the trimmings, for
£20, and still have something to spare. I
am doubtful about what the Minister pro-
poses in view of his intention on paper,
anyhow—respecting his second move. As
the two matters are interrelated and per-
tain to the same clause, I think I should
have an opportunity to say a few words
in this respect.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
Minister has not as yet moved his second
amendment. The honourable member
cannot discuss it at this stage.

Mr. GRAHAM: I hasten to point out
that my attitude to the figure the Minis-
ter mentioned will be influenced by his
attitude in respect of his second amend-
ment; and vice versa.

Mr. Wild: If you agree to take the sec-
ond part out, what figure would you agree
to?

Mr. GRAHAM: I emphasise that if the
second amendment is successful, the whole
of the legislation can be defeated because
of the floodgates being opened. I point
out that there is provision for the Builders’
Registration Board to meet the situation
which I seek to cover by the Bill. I would
like to hear the Minister’s reaction to the
sum of £10 being substituted for the £5
which is in the Bill. That would he a
reasonable figure and would not allow any-
one to do a complete job.

There are quite a number of handy-men
who go abouf doing jobs that involve a
number of different trades. The shape or
size of a door might need to be altered,
and a little paintwoerk might be necessary.
It would he unreal to get in separate
tradesmen and to call for separate gquotes
for such work. The Minister suggests
that £5 is insufficient for a handy-man to
put a couple of coats of paint on some
louvre frames on the back verandah, and
that sort of thing. If we allowed £10 worth
of painting to be done, that would meet
the position without allowing entire jobs
to be done virtually in bits and pieces.

Mr, Wild: If the honourable member is
prepared to agree to my suggestion of £20,
1 wjll agree to allow subclause (2) to re-
main.
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Mr. Watts: Subject to the alteration of
“five"” to some other amount.

Mr. GRAHAM: At this stage I will raise
no objection to the deletion of the word
“filve,” I would like to hear the Minister
comment on my remarks; and I hope he
can keep the figure below £20, because I
think that is excessive,

Amendment put and passed,

Mr. WILD: I must insist on adhering
to the amount of £20; and provided mem-
bers agree to that, I will be prepared to
let subclause (2) remain in the measure.
These days we can get very little done for
our money. The Deputy Premier just
mentioned to me that he recently had a
room painted, and it cost him £I1; and
there was not very much done in the way
of work. I had some painting done in
my own home at a cost of £60, and I got
practically nothing done. These days
painters do not think in terms of £5 and
£10, but in terms of around £50. It costs,
as the honourable member knows, about
£100 to paint a house, I think £20 is a
realistic figure.

I agree with the member for East Perth
that the association wants to get this
legislation on the statute book. In a few
months’ time, the board may find that we
have been unrealistie, and if we have and
the figure of £20 is found to be wrong
and it should be only £10 or £15, I have
no doubt that, as we are human beings
and not madmen, Parliament would agree
to an amendment. This is the type of
legislation that must be subject to give
and take; and if the honourable member
will allow the amount of £20 to be inserted,
I will be quite prepared to leave subclause
(2), which he says is vifal, in the Bill. I
move an amendment—

Page 3, line 10—Substitute the word
“twenty” for the word deleted.

Mr. GRAHAM: Needless to say, the
glad tidings were contained in the Min-
ister’s message that he would not press
for the deletion of the subclause which
seeks to meet the position where a painter,
in an endeavour to defeat the legislation,
subinits a contract, if the figure be £20,
for £19, for this room, and £19 for the
next room, and so on. On that basis he
could paint the Adelphi Hotel.

So I appreciate what the Minister said;
and I am so appreciative that I do not
intend to contest the amount of £20 as
strongly as I might otherwise have done.
But I make this comment in regard to the
Attorney-General: If he paid £11 for one
room fo be painted—which I do not doubt
for 2 moment—I should say he wanted
a guarantee that the job would be well
and faithfully done. The Bill proposes
that jobs shall be carried out by duly
qualified persons both at the end of the
brush, and also at the management end.
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There is another aspect: Some people,
particularly pensioners, find it impossible
to completely repaint their homes. Se, on
account of economic circumstances, they
must do it in bits and pieces. They do the
sitting-room this year, and hope they will
be able to do the bedroom next year, and
s0 on. Some of these people, unfortu-
nately, have been the victims of these fiy-
by-night, so-called painters. That process,
of course, will continue.

I submit to the Minister that the in-
crease should be somewhat less than £20.
But I am not prepared to jeopardise the
Bill on that account. As he has pointed
out, some corrective action can subse-
quently be taken if the figure is found to
be too big, I think E20 is excessive, but
I press the matter no further, However,
finally I ask the Minister whether he is
prepared to go below that amount,

Mr. Wild: I think for the time being you
should leave it at that.

Mr. GRAHAM: Then I must be realis-
tic and accept the situation.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LEWIS: The clause provides for a
penalty of £25 in respect of a first offence,
and £100 in respect of any subsequent of-
fence. I think the penalties are a little
excessive, particularly as this is new legis-
lation. I do not know how many unregis-
tered painters there are in the metropoli-
tan area, but of necessity there will be
many who will be ignorant of this law for
some time to come. I consider the penalty
of £25 for a first offence